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MAY 2023 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

30 1          9:30 AM 
 
 
4725 Rutherford Rd 

Nanaimo 

2 3 
11:00 AM 

Board Meeting 

4        11:30 AM 
M.G.M. 
240 Nicol St 
Nanaimo 

5 6 

7 8 9 10 10:40 AM 
Horseshoe Bay 
C-Lovers with 
Vancouver PT 

11 12 13        1:00 PM 
Lantzville Pub 
7197 Lantzville Rd 

Lantzville 

14 15        9:30 AM 
A & W (Coffee) 
5800 Turner Rd 

Nanaimo 

16 
 

17    International 

Day Against 
Homophbia, 
Transphobia & 
Biphobia    

18      11:30 AM 
M.G.M. 
240 Nicol St 
Nanaimo 

19 
Agender  

Pride  Day 

20 

21 
Victoria Day 

Weekend 

22  5:00 PM 
POTLUCK 
5630 Edgewater Ln 

Nanaimo 
Harvey Milk Day 

23 24      10:30 AM 
Quality Foods 
867 Bruce Ave 
Nanaimo 
Pansexual  Day 

25 26 27 
 

28  5:00 PM 
Wheatsheaf Pub 

1866 Cedar Rd 
Cedar 

29        1:00 PM 
Nanaimo River 
Walk 1955 Frey 
Rd, Nanaimo 

30 
 

31 1        11:30 AM 
M.G.M. 
240 Nicol St 
Nanaimo 

2 
 

3 

       

 

  

Page Content Page Content 

1 Calendar 7 Nanaimo River Walk/Six-Week Trip South 

2 President’s Report 8 Don’t Mess with Drag…/Washington Passes ‘Shield Law’... 

3 Events & Other Things in the Region 9 Equality Florida & Florida Immigration Coalition... 

 4 Minutes of Board Meeting 10 Equality Florida & Florida Immigration Coalition... 

5 PTWW & Other Activities 11 Equality Florida…/Why is BC Gatekeeping Injectable HIV... 

6 Reaching Out  12 Why is British Columbia Gatekeeping Injectable HIV Meds 

 
 

Submissions & Publication before the last week of the month 
To submit click on the Newsletter button 

                                                   
 

 
 

This month’s meeting: Wednesday, MAY 3rd 11:00 AM 
Next month’s meeting: Wednesday, JUN 7th 11:00 AM 

 Board meetings are open to all members. 
Contact any Director (page 2) for the details 

NEWSLETTER 

NEWSLETTER  SUBMISSIONS BOARD MEETINGS 

 

- For Mature Gay / Bisexual Men, and their 
Male Admirers – 

P.O. Box 278 

Ladysmith, B.C., V9G 1A2 

info@primetimersnanaimo.org    
www.primetimersnanaimo.org 

mailto:news@primetimersnanaimo.org
mailto:news@primetimersnanaimo.org?subject=Newsletter%20Submission
mailto:info@primetimersnanaimo.org
http://www.primetimersnanaimo.org
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May – Emeralds and Lilies 

Celebrate the gorgeous month of May! The 
Sun is warming, the birds are chirping, the 
flowers are blooming, and the garden is 
growing. Remember our upcoming May 
10th Daytrip via BC Ferries to Horseshoe 
Bay and have lunch with the Vancouver 
PT Chapter at C-Lovers Restaurant.  
For all you Taurus’ (April 21 to May 20) and 
Gemini’s (May 21-June 20) birthday sweet-
hearts your birth-flowers are the Hawthorn 
and the Lily-of-the-Valley. The hawthorn 
means hope, while the lily-of-the-valley 
symbolizes sweetness or the return of hap-
piness. Wow, good vibes! Someone told 
me good vibes also come from doing yoga, 
it makes you relaxed, flexible, and loose. 
(Ha!) So does alcohol, and without all that 
sweating. If ignorance is bliss, there should 
be more happy people! This leads into my 
pet peeve, self-checkout kiosks. It’s not self 
check out if I need help every time! Give 
me a break, I’m a senior! 
Now on to PTN. We had a great turn out at 
the April 12th 10:30am brunch at the Quali-
ty Foods South Café. Thirteen men showed 
up, many of them we had not seen in a 
while since they were out of the country 
for extended holidays, and it was like a 
reunion time with lively conversation. Then 
we had a lunch at the Shady Rest pub in 
Qualicum Beach (no, not the Shady Pines 
rest home) on Saturday April 15th. A sur-
prising 15 men showed up and the staff at 
the pub were very accommodating, mov-
ing tables and chairs along a long bench 
seating. A very pleasant lunch for all. (Pics 
on our website) 
Check out the May event calendar. In re-
sponse to our survey requesting more Pot-
lucks, we scheduled one for the May long 
weekend and a riparian walk (not a hike) 
for May 29th.  Hopefully you are able to 
join us for upcoming events. 
Stay safe, healthy and happy! 

[edited] 

Respectfully Submitted,   

Paul Tilroe 
PTN President 

Editorial 
 
For several newsletter issues recently, I 
have been trying to promote Membership 
involvement in our monthly editions. This 
has been through a text box called 
‘Introducing Storytime’. The results over 
the last few months have been dismal. It 
seems as though, unless I finger someone 
to write something, there is no response 
from YOU, our members. Surely, YOU have 
interesting lives with something to say or 
share. 
If you have been enjoying reading what I 
have been putting together over the last 
number of years, then now is YOUR oppor-
tunity to raise our newsletter to the next 
level. It takes many hours to bring together 
the information on a monthly basis, but 
the researched information does not really 
reflect the true nature of our chapter here 
in Nanaimo because it is sourced else-
where. I am finding that suitable re-
searched information is becoming difficult 
to find, because most LGBTQSIA+ material 
on the web is preoccupied with defending 
itself from attacks coming from the ex-
treme right-wing political movement in this 
post-pandemic society. 
In order to give our newsletter a Nanaimo 
flavour, I need YOU to step up to the plate 
and deliver the goods. Consider this YOUR 
proverbial Kick-in-the-Ass.  
I DO NOT want to have to come back at 
you again in three months’ time either, to 
beg for your assistance. This should be 
something that you are proud to do for 
your fellow members. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Don Gillett 

 

Prime Timers Nanaimo 

MEMBER CENSUS 

AGE 2023 2022 2021 

19 - 29 0 0 0 

30 - 39 1 0 0 

40 -49 0 0 0 

50 - 54 2 2 1 

55 - 59 7 7 9 

60 - 64 10 14 9 

65 - 69 13 14 8 

70 - 74 4 8 11 

75 - 79 9 8 3 

80 - 84 3 4 4 

85 - 89 2 2 1 

90 + 0 0 0 

TOTAL 51 59 46 

Contact Info for Our Directors 

President: Paul  
president@primetimersnanaimo.org 
Vice-President: Wiley  
webmaster@primetimersnanaimo.org 
Secretary: Don  
info@primetimersnanaimo.org 
Treasurer: Don  
treasurer@primetimersnanaimo.org 
Director Emeritus: George  
hardy56620@yahoo.com 
Director-at-Large: Rob  
busybeaver@telus.net 
Director-at-Large: Mike  
canadianmick@gmail.com 
Director-at-Large: Howard 
events@primetimersnanaimo.org 

Other emails 

Newsletter: Don 
news@primetimersnanaimo.org 
Photos: Paul 
images@primetimersnanaimo.org  
PrimeTimers® Nanaimo is a society 
of mature gay, bisexual and 
questioning men and men who 
prefer the company of older men 
joining together in a supportive 
atmosphere to promote social, 
cultural and educational activities.  
Minimum age is the Age of Majority 
in British Columbia. 

mailto:president@primetimersnanaimo.org
mailto:webmaster@primetimersnanaimo.org
mailto:info@primetimersnanaimo.org
mailto:treasurer@primetimersnanaimo.org
mailto:hardy56620@yahoo.com
mailto:busybeaver@telus.net
mailto:canadianmick@gmail.com
mailto:events@primetimersnanaimo.org
mailto:news@primetimersnanaimo.org
mailto:images@primetimersnanaimo.org
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APR 28 @ 8:30 AM—Beantime 

18 High St, Ladysmith 
MAY 1 @ 9:30 AM—Coffee  

McCafe, 4725 Rutherford Rd, 
Nanaimo 

MAY 3 @ 11:00 AM—Board Meeting 
ZOOM 

MAY 4 @ 11:30 AM—MGM 
Restaurant 

240 Nicol St, Nanaimo 
MAY 10 @ 10:40 AM—BC Ferries 
Departure Bay to Horseshoe Bay 
MAY 13 @ 1 PM—Lantzville Pub 

7197 Lantzville Rd, Lantzville 
MAY 15 @ 9:30 AM—Coffee 

A&W, 5800 Turner Rd, Nanaimo 
MAY 18 @ 11:30 AM—MGM 

Restaurant 
240 Nicol St, Nanaimo 

MAY 22 @ 5 PM—POTLUCK 
5630 Edgewater Ln, Nanaimo (rsvp) 

MAY 24 @ 10:30 AM—Quality Foods 
867 Bruce Ave, Nanaimo 

MAY 28 @ 1 PM—Wheatsheaf Pub 
1866 Cedar Rd, Cedar 

MAY 29 @ 1 PM—Nanaimo River 
WALK, 1955 Frey Rd, Nanaimo 

JUN 1 @ 11:30 AM—MGM 
Restaurant 

240 Nicol St, Nanaimo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
366 Selby St, Nanaimo 

 
Wednesday - Friday 8 AM to 2 PM 
Saturday & Sunday 8 AM to 4 PM 

info@lebrunchcafe.com 

778-775-2233 

CHRISTIAN & MARK  
ARE READY 

TO GREET YOU 

Queer book club in Nanaimo. Generally read 
books either by or about 2SLGBTQIA+ 
people. One book per month, with meetings 
(generally) in the first week of the month.  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
rainbowbookclubnanaimo/ 

Prime Timers Nanaimo 
Events 

OUT & ABOUT 

Access to Other Mem-

bers and Friends 

For privacy reasons, the Chapter does 

NOT publish a Membership/

Friendship List.  However, if you wish 

to personally contact a member or 

friend, these means are available: 

• request the phone number or 

email directly from the member or 

friend at any event. 

• request the phone number or 

email from the secretary at in-

fo@primetimersnanaimo.org  who 

will pass on the request to the in-

tended recipient.  If he agrees, the 

Secretary will pass the contact in-

formation on to you; if not, the 

Secretary will let you know the 

request has been denied. 

Remember that the agreed privacy 
policy still applies to contact infor-
mation obtained by either means. 

 
 
 
 

GASLIGHT 
CLASSIC THRILLER 

 
A new adaption by Johnna Wright and Patty 

Jamieson 
 

Bella Manningham believes she is living an 
idyllic married life with her charming 

husband Jack, but is she? Items disappear, 
pictures move, and the gaslight dims. Bella 
worries that her grip on reality is slipping, 
and she will drive Jack away. Secrets from 

the past reveal themselves as Bella searches 
for answers in this exciting new adaption of 

the classic thriller Angel Street.  
 
   Apr 28 — May 28 

They say 40 is the new 30 and 50 is 
the new 40, but all I know is the older 

I get, the more 9 pm is the new 
midnight. 

mailto:info@lebrunchcafe.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/rainbowbookclubnanaimo/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/rainbowbookclubnanaimo/
mailto:info@primetimersnanaimo.org
mailto:info@primetimersnanaimo.org
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Minutes of the Prime Timers Nanaimo Board Meeting 
Date: April 5, 2023 at 11:00 AM  Venue: Zoom  

 
Attendees:  Wiley F., Paul T., Don G., Howard R., Mike W. 
Regrets:  Rob W., George L., Bruce M.    Guests: none 
Call to O President Paul, called the meeting to order at 11:01 A  

20230405-01 Moved by Mike/Wiley; “to adopt the Agenda as presented” – rr  
Minutes of Previous M g: 20230405-02 Moved by Howard/Paul; “to approve the Minutes of March 1, 2023 Board 
Meeting” – rr

 

OFFICERS REPORTS 
P President submitted a written report prior to the meeting entitled “APRIL 2023…”. 
T Bank Balance to MAR 31st was $2204.54; cash-on-hand $40.00 = $2244.54 Combined a
20230405-03 Moved by Wiley/Mike; “to accept the treasurer’s report” – r
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

M Our current membership stands at 49. Welcome to Rob G. & Bill C. 
Newsletter: Editor will promote small group games and discussion in Newsletter, emphasizing some of these can be 
ZOOM events where no one actually needs to host the guys. Editor is looking 
for stories, poetry, recipes, jokes, sketches, personal experiences. The aim is to 
make our newsletter truly our own. Editor will continue to promote 
membership involvement.  
Due to copyright issues, the Board has decided to only make the current 
newsletter available for public viewing. All other issues will be archived on the 
website and may be accessed by contacting the Editor or Secretary directly. 

Prior to the meeting, Webmaster submitted a website statistics 
report for FEB & MAR 2023. The website traffic was lower with the majority of 
the views being from Canada. Webmaster learned about online forms and 
could develop a form to be used in cases where we need to have the 
membership pre-register for something. 
Next Board M g: MAY 3, 2023 at 11:00 AM via Zoom  

20230405-04 Moved by Mike/Howard; “to adjourn the 
meeting at 12:03 AM” - carried. (duration 62 s). 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 
  

  Secretary 

PrimeTimers® 

Nanaimo 

Financial Statement for MAR 2023 
 
Opening Balance $2,204.54 
 
Income    

Cash    $     40.00 
Cheque   $       0.00 
eTransfer    $       0.00 
Total Income $     40.00 
 Subtotal  $2,244.54 

 
Expenses 

Other - Serv Chg $       0.00 
PTWW Dues  $       0.00 
Zoom    $       0.00 
Total Expenses $       0.00 
 
 Closing Balance $2,244.54 
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Giving to local groups supporting Island queers. 
We are a group of volunteers on Vancouver Island 

fundraising to support community  
non-profit initiatives. 

Together with our allies, we are raising 
funds to help local groups or projects that 
benefit the queer (2SLGBTQIA+) communities 
on Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands. This 
is our way of giving back to the community as 
well as paying kindness forward. We wish to 
help local queer organizations thrive and 
grow. There may be broader organizations 
with projects that are queer-positive that 
could be beneficiaries too. 
Allies have been instrumental in helping queer 
communities to exist and expand over the 
decades. Our collective social justice work and 
activism have helped many folks to gain more 
visibility and acceptance in society. Hence, we 
are called Island Queers and Allies Who Care.  

https://www.islandqueers.ca/ 

 

 

 

 

PrimeTimers®  
Worldwide 

PrimeTimers® Worldwide are older gay, bi-
sexual or transgendered men that self-
identify as male (and younger men who wish 
to be in social interaction with mature 
men.)  Our members are 21 years of age (19 
in Canada), and older men who choose to 
have their social lives enriched by the diverse 
activities in which our members engage. 
No single definition can describe Prime-
Timers® Worldwide, as they come from all 
walks of life. Members of PrimeTimers® 
Worldwide are fathers and caregivers. They 
are businessmen and entrepreneurs. They 
are workers and they are retired. Some are 
always on the go, and some enjoy the quiet 
company of others at home.  
PrimeTimers® Worldwide involve them 
selves in their community with volunteerism, 
politics, gay issues, arts, entertainment, med-
ical issues, support groups and every other 
facet of healthy living.  
But one thing is true of all Prime-
Timers® Worldwide: they enjoy the opportu-
nities, support, camaraderie and friendships 
that develop with other PrimeTimers® 
throughout the world. 

https://theprimetimersww.com/ 
 

PrimeTimers®  
Worldwide Chapters 
https://theprimetimersww.com/directory/ 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Branded a home-wrecking harlot by the 
press, Marie flees to her best friend’s seaside 
cottage where the two commiserate about 
men, science, and life. Funny, illuminating, 
and inspiring, The Half-Life of Marie Curie is a 
whole stage experience. 
 
Written by: Lauren Gunderson  
Directed by: Sheila Fremont-Male  
 
Evenings (8:00 pm):  
Apr 26—29, May 3—6, May 10—13 
Matinees (2:00 pm): Apr 30 & May 7 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finally ready!!! Le Brunch Café is excited 

and delighted to offer HIGH TEA service on 
Saturday and Sunday between 2pm-4pm by 

reservations only. 
Call or email us to reserve!!! 

778-775-2233 
info@lebrunchcafe.com 

This is our EVENT attendance since DEC 1, 2022 to APR 26 2023 

DATE 
SUN 

Event 
MON 
Event 

TUE 
Event 

WED 
Event 

THU 
Event 

FRI 
Event 

SAT 
Event 

PRIDE 
Event 

ZOOM 
Event 

Games 
Event 

# Events 5 9 0 7 11 0 5 0 0 0 

# of Men 24 33 0 45 90 0 57 0 0 0 

Average # 5 3.7  0 6.4  8.2  0 11.4  0 0 0 

https://www.islandqueers.ca/
https://theprimetimersww.com/
mailto:info@lebrunchcafe.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MBBHBQ3_P6soySP3M9Sxe4Qf577t9YesaplMxfY8vGKFO0fe6P3SRe0jLX9joX4kmN3efzmJvAgwTI775PJf9IRa7S5bSKvGIFO7nzEmRyPKrjO0tLPy8pDgZzCkjlSwg6dVF9sKoW4sjdkq0V7lARIpr-DY2WuoLa4vBGIp51o=&c=E6CUXYDvmwoSGhRra29k1r2ef0oFboRrb9KZE8NNqH3Pekb


VOLUME 8 #5                                                                     6                                                                                       MAY 2023 

 

A Bad Year for  
Tomatoes 
By John Patrick 
Directed by Mort Paul 
April 27 – May 14, 2023 
“the uproarious doings will 
keep audiences laughing right 
up to the final curtain, and then 
some.” 
Fed up with the pressures and demands 
of her acting career, the famous Myra 
Marlowe leases a house in the tiny New 
England hamlet of Beaver Haven and set-
tles down to write her autobiography. 
She is successful in turning aside the of-
fers pressed on her by her long-time 
agent, but dealing with her nosy, omni-
present neighbors is a different matter. In 
an attempt to shoo them away, and gain 
some privacy, Myra in-
vents a mad, homicidal 
sister who is kept locked 
in an upstairs room, but 
who occasionally escapes 
long enough to scare off 
uninvited visitors. The 
ruse works well, at first, 

but complications result when the local 
handyman develops an affection for 
“Sister Sadie” (really Myra in a fright wig) 
and some of the more officious ladies 
decide it is their Christian duty to save 
the poor demented Sadie’s soul. In des-
peration Myra announces that her imagi-
nary sibling has suddenly gone off to Bos-
ton which brings on the sheriff and the 
suspicion of murder! 
A Bad Year for Tomatoes, John Patrick’s 
ridiculously clever comedy, with brisk 
and uproarious dialogue and sharply co-
medic characters, is a delight for actors 
and audiences alike. 

 
https://www.ladysmiththeatre.com/tickets/ 

 
 

Prime Timers Nanaimo - Towns 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS 

CITY 2023 2022 2021 

Bowser 0 0 1 

Burnaby 0 0 1 

Campbell R 2 4 2 

Courtenay 4 4 2 

Duncan 1 2 1 

Gabriola 1 0 0 

Keremeos 0 0 1 

Ladysmith 6 7 7 

Maple Bay 0 0 1 

Nanaimo 34 36 27 

Nanoose B 4 4 5 

Parksville 1 2 0 

Protection I 0 1 1 

Qualicum B 2 2 2 

Salt Spring 0 0 2 

Saltair 2 2 2 

Seattle 2 2 0 

Vancouver 0 0 1 

Victoria 1 1 1 

TOTAL 60 67 57 

PTN  Story Time 
 

For the PrimeTimers® Nanaimo 
Newsletter              

• Looking for your adventure stories 
• Poetry 
• Compositions or Essays 
• Trips  
• Holiday & Celebration experiences  
• Just something you found or came 

across around town 
• Movie, Theatre or TV reviews 
• Shopping experiences 
• Health experiences 
• NO, we do not want to know about 

your sex stories 
• NO, religion or politics unless it 

directly affects the Queer Community 
 

Keep in mind Confidentiality & Privacy 
No names of people 

Do not copy web sites 
 

Send your stories to: 
news@primtimersnanaimo.org 

REACHING OUT 
 

You are invited to our ‘Reaching Out’ 
meeting, Wednesday, May 3rd, at 
7PM.  It is another ‘in-person’ meet-
ing at Brechin United Church’s 
‘Arbutus Room’.  Since we had to 
cancel our April meeting, we are con-
tinuing with the same theme for the 
evening as we had planned for April: 
‘LGBTQ2S+ Terminology’.  Have you 
become frustrated with a lot of the 
terminology used in and around our 
‘Queer’ community?  Well, we have a 
fun game that’ll help us to learn 
what many of these terms 
mean!  Also, we look forward to 
hearing, Corrinne Devison, (AKA 
‘Adam Lamborghini : Drag King’), 
share her ‘Coming Out’ story.  If 
parking spaces in front of the church 
are filled, feel free to park in the 
school parking lot across the street. 
For more info, contact Tim Weger at 
tjweger@shaw.ca 
 
I respectfully acknowledge I live in 
the traditional territories of the 
Snuneymuxw people. 

Tim Weger (he, him) 
[edited] 

https://www.ladysmiththeatre.com/tickets/
mailto:news@primtimersnanaimo.org
https://www.facebook.com/adamlamborghininidragking
mailto:tjweger@shaw.ca
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Nanaimo River Park Walk  
May 29th 

Nanaimo River Park has 2 entrances. 
The East side is reached from turning 
east on Morden Rd, then turn Right 
on Main Rd. (go past Kleijn Nursery) 
which turns into Thatcher Rd, which 
then turns into Emblem Rd. 
We will meet at the other, West Park 
entrance for our scheduled walk. 
The West Park entrance is accessed 
by going south (HWY 1) from Nanai-
mo, turn right at Morden Rd. (by gas 
station); Turn left at next intersection, 
South Wellington Rd. Follow through 
to stop sign at Nanaimo River Rd. 
Turn left, follow to culvert HWY un-
derpass, proceed and turn right on 
Fry Rd. Park at the end. 
Coming from Ladysmith, just turn off 
at the right HWY exit after the bridge 
over the Nanaimo River. 
The park is fairly level ground with 
only very minor inclines in a few 
spots. The path is clay and gravel. 

Six-Week Trip South! 

Here are a few words you may wish 
to add to the pictures we’ve includ-
ed… “Our trip to Palm Springs and 
points south began on February 28th. 
We spent two nights enroute to Palm 
Springs and spent about three weeks 
there before we left for Quartzite, Nv. 
and a three day stop there to visit a 
friend of ours.  Next was a visit with 
family in Sun Lakes, Az. for four days. 
Our last visit was with a friend in Lin-
coln Nebraska, after a long two-day 
trip.  
Our trip home required some detours 
because of a snow storm in Wyo-
ming…a rather, rather large detour 
back to the States of Kansas, Texas, 
New Mexico, Arizona, California, Ore-
gon and Washington before our arri-
val in Canada.  
It was a very enjoyable 9700km or 
6,720mi journey, but it seems the 
best part was arriving back home.” 

George and Bill 

ONLINE  
RESULTS 

 
Activities: 
1. Walking 17 
2. Potluck 13 
3. Pub 11 
4. Live Theatre 10 
5. Movies (theatre) 9 
6. Hiking 9 
7. Restaurants 9 
8. Bowling 7 
9. Museum 5 
10. Pickleball 4 
11. Pool/Billiards 4 
12. Photography 4 
 

SURVEY & 
# Who Voted 
 
Days/times: 
1. Sunday PM 16 
2. Saturday PM 14 
3. Monday PM 14 
4. Friday PM 12 
5. Tuesday PM 12 
6. Wednesday PM 11 
7.  Thursday PM 10 
8. Friday evenings 10 
9. Sunday evenings 10 
10. Monday evening 9 
11. Tuesday evening 9  
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“Don’t mess with drag 
queens!”: Thousands 
march against anti-
LGBTQ+ bills 
Back-to-back marches through San Francisco 
and West Hollywood brought out drag 
queens and their allies. 
By Greg Owen Monday, April 10, 2023 
In a huge show of defiance protesting anti-
LGBTQ+ legislation sweeping the country, 
including Tennessee’s ban on public drag 
performance, thousands of drag queens and 
their allies took to the streets this weekend 
in back-to-back marches through San Francis-
co and West Hollywood.   
“If there’s one thing that I have learned over 
36 years,” out state Sen. Scott Wiener (D) 
shared with the crowd at San Francisco’s 
Drag Up! Fight Back! march on Saturday, it’s 
“don’t mess with drag queens!” 
The crowd roared. 
On Easter Sunday in West Hollywood, thou-
sands gathered for a rally in West Hollywood 
Park organized by the Los Angeles LGBT Cen-
ter and 40 other LGBTQ+ groups before 
marching down Santa Monica Boulevard. 
“This truly is everything to many people — to 
Black trans women, to trans men, to non-
binary and gender non-conforming, this is 
everything,” RuPaul’s Drag Race alum Kerri 
Colby told the crowd in West Hollywood 
from the rally stage. 
“This is not just, this is not just a fun little 
moment to gather and meet with friends,” 
she said. “This is our life!” 
She called the moment “beautiful,” 
“powerful,” and “the start of something rev-
olutionary.” 

Colby was joined by fellow Drag Race alum 

Honey Davenport for a performance after 
speeches by West Hollywood Mayor Sepi 
Shyne (D), LA County Supervisor Lindsey 
Horvath (D), and LA LGBT Center CEO Joe 
Hollendoner. 
San Francisco’s march was organized by the 
Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence, the People’s 
March, Oasis, the SF Democratic Party, and 
the Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club, and 
took protesters down Market Street from 
City Hall to Union Square, where Katya 
Smirnoff-Skyy led a Drag Story Hour, and a 
long list of drag royalty performed, including 
D’Arcy Drollinger, Landa Lakes, Mudd the 
Two-Spirit, Florida Man, and Juanita MORE! 
Sister Roma of Perpetual Indulgence 
told NBC News: “I am here because drag is 
not a crime, and trans rights are human 
rights.” 

“The LGBTQ community will not be silenced,” 
she said. “We will not be erased, and we will 
not be criminalized.” 
San Francisco Supervisor Rafael Mandelman 
(D) praised the organizations behind the 
event. “Amazing turnout today – thank you 
to the organizers. DRAG UP! FIGHT BACK! 

   ” 
Wiener lamented from the rally stage in San 
Francisco, “In 1987, if you had said that in 
2023 we would still have to be arguing about 
whether we have a right to exist, that they 
would still be calling us pedophiles and pred-
ators and groomers — if you had told me 
that, I would have said, ‘There’s no way that 
would be happening.’ But that is what’s hap-
pening. This is a huge threat to our communi-
ty.” 
“Let’s be clear why they’re doing this,” Wie-
ner said, calling out far-right legislators and 
their enablers. “They don’t want to talk 
about the fact that children are getting shot 
and killed in classrooms in this country. They 
don’t want to talk about real issues.” 
Wiener praised trans kids for being “so damn 
brave” just for being who they are. 
Drag Up! Fight Back! organizer Joanie Juster 
told NBC: “There has been so much anti-
trans, anti-drag legislation passed. It’s cre-
ating a dangerous atmosphere of hate and 
potential violence.”  
“If it wasn’t clear already, we hope it is now,” 
Drag March LA organizers said in a statement 
before the event. “This is a crucial moment 
for our community.” 
Copied from 
"Don't mess with drag queens!": Thousands 
march against anti-LGBTQ+ bills - LGBTQ Na-
tion 

 

Washington passes 
“shield law” to protect 
people from out-of-state 
seeking gender-
affirming care 
The law also protects those com-
ing to Washington for an abor-
tion. 
By Molly Sprayregen Thursday, April 13, 2023 
 

Legislators in Washington have passed a 
“shield law” to make the state a sanctuary 
for people seeking gender-affirming care and 
abortions. 
H.B. 1469 prohibits Washington legal author-
ities from cooperating with out-of-state sub-
poenas, court orders, warrants, and extradi-
tion requests regarding gender and repro-
ductive health care. The law protects both 
state residents as well as those from other 
states who come to Washington to obtain 
health care. 
“The purpose of this bill is to ensure that 
those seeking care or those providing care 
for reproductive and gender-affirming care 
under the laws of our state are shielded from 
liability,” said state Sen. Yasmin Trudeau (D), 
during a speech on the state senate floor. 
“Washington voters and this legislature have 
been very clear on this issue — we support 
the right to that access, we also support any-
one who comes into this state to receive that 
access.” 
State Rep. Drew Hansen (D), who introduced 
the bill, stated after the bill passed the state 
house, “If other states want to be creative 
and aggressive in restricting abortion, we will 
be creative and aggressive in fighting back.” 
Washington Gov. Jay Inslee (D) is expected to 
sign the bill into law. 
The legislation has become increasingly rele-
vant as Washington’s neighbor, Idaho, con-
tinues to pass harsh laws restricting both 
reproductive rights and gender-affirming 
care. 
Earlier this month, Idaho Gov. Brad Little (R) 
signed one of the nation’s most punitive 
bans on gender-affirming care that made 
providing such care to a trans person under 
the age of 18 a felony with a maximum sen-
tence of 10 years in prison. 
The Idaho bill bans gender-affirming surgery 
from being performed on trans minors, 
though such surgeries aren’t performed on 
minors. The bill also bans doctors from pre-
scribing puberty blockers and hormone re-
placement therapy to people under the age 
of 18. 
Around the same time, Idaho became the 
first state to ban some out-of-state travel for 
abortions, making it illegal to help a pregnant 
minor obtain an abortion in another state. 
This comes after Idaho already banned al-
most all abortions in August. 
Copied from 
Washington passes "shield law" to protect 
people from out-of-state seeking gender-
affirming care - LGBTQ Nation 

If McDonald’s sold hot dogs, 
would you be able to, with a 

straight face, order a McWiener 
and tell them to Supersize it? 

LOL 

https://www.lgbtqnation.com/author/greg-owen/
https://lalgbtcenter.org/about-the-center/press-releases/the-los-angeles-lgbt-center-to-host-drag-march-at-west-hollywood-park-in-protest-of-anti-lgbtq-legislation
https://lalgbtcenter.org/about-the-center/press-releases/the-los-angeles-lgbt-center-to-host-drag-march-at-west-hollywood-park-in-protest-of-anti-lgbtq-legislation
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/san-francisco-protest-anti-trans-drag-laws/3201024/
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2023/04/dont-mess-with-drag-queens-thousands-march-against-anti-lgbtq-bills/?utm_source=LGBTQ+Nation+Subscribers&utm_campaign=21fd01ff39-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_04_21_06_57&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c4eab596bd-21fd01ff39-%5BLIST_EMAI
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2023/04/dont-mess-with-drag-queens-thousands-march-against-anti-lgbtq-bills/?utm_source=LGBTQ+Nation+Subscribers&utm_campaign=21fd01ff39-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_04_21_06_57&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c4eab596bd-21fd01ff39-%5BLIST_EMAI
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2023/04/dont-mess-with-drag-queens-thousands-march-against-anti-lgbtq-bills/?utm_source=LGBTQ+Nation+Subscribers&utm_campaign=21fd01ff39-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_04_21_06_57&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c4eab596bd-21fd01ff39-%5BLIST_EMAI
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/author/mollysprayregen/
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/1469-S.E.pdf?q=20230413071454
https://www.theolympian.com/news/politics-government/article274210615.html
https://www.nbcrightnow.com/news/shield-law-passes-state-house/article_53deb44c-b7ad-11ed-a7d9-077199955f89.html
https://www.nbcrightnow.com/news/shield-law-passes-state-house/article_53deb44c-b7ad-11ed-a7d9-077199955f89.html
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2023/04/idaho-approves-bill-to-jail-doctors-for-10-years-if-they-help-trans-youth/
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2023/04/idaho-approves-bill-to-jail-doctors-for-10-years-if-they-help-trans-youth/
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/womens-health/idaho-most-extreme-anti-abortion-state-law-restricts-travel-rcna78225
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2023/04/washington-passes-shield-law-to-protect-people-from-out-of-state-seeking-gender-affirming-care/?utm_source=LGBTQ+Nation+Subscribers&utm_campaign=21fd01ff39-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_04_21_06_57&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c4eab59
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2023/04/washington-passes-shield-law-to-protect-people-from-out-of-state-seeking-gender-affirming-care/?utm_source=LGBTQ+Nation+Subscribers&utm_campaign=21fd01ff39-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_04_21_06_57&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c4eab59
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2023/04/washington-passes-shield-law-to-protect-people-from-out-of-state-seeking-gender-affirming-care/?utm_source=LGBTQ+Nation+Subscribers&utm_campaign=21fd01ff39-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_04_21_06_57&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c4eab59
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Equality Florida & Flori-
da Immigrant Coalition 
issue travel warning 
Florida’s largest civil and human rights 
groups issued the warning as a result of the 
policies of Republican Governor Ron DeSantis 
Published on  April 12, 2023 

By  Brody Levesque 
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. – Two of the state of 
Florida’s largest civil and human rights 
groups took an unusual extraordinary step of 
issuing a warning to travelers to avoid travel-
ing to the ‘Sunshine State’ as a result of the 
policies of Republican Governor Ron DeSan-
tis. 
The largest statewide LGBTQ+ civil rights 
advocacy group Equality Florida and the Flor-
ida Immigrant Coalition warned the passage 
of laws that are hostile to the LGBTQ+ com-
munity, restrict access to reproductive health 
care, repeal gun safety laws, foment racial 
prejudice, and attack public education by 
banning books and censoring curriculum, has 
made Florida a risk to the health, safety, and 
civil liberties of those considering short or 
long term travel, or relocation to the state.  
A spokesperson for DeSantis told Fox News: 
“As the governor noted previously, this type 
of thing is a political stunt,” DeSantis’ press 
secretary Bryan Griffin said.  “We aren’t go-
ing to waste time worrying about political 
stunts but will continue doing what is right 
for Floridians.” 
“As an organization that has spent decades 
working to improve Florida’s reputation as a 
welcoming and inclusive place to live work 
and visit, it is with great sadness that we 
must respond to those asking if it is safe to 
travel to Florida or remain in the state as the 
laws strip away basic rights and freedoms,” 
said Nadine Smith, Equality Florida Executive 
Director. “While losing conferences, and top 
students who have written off Florida threat-
ens lasting damage to our state, it is most 
heartbreaking to hear from parents who are 
selling their homes and moving because 
school censorship, book bans and health care 
restrictions have made their home state less 
safe for their children. We understand every-
one must weigh the risks and decide what is 
best for their safety, but whether you stay 
away, leave or remain we ask that you join us 
in countering these relentless attacks. Help 
reimagine and build a Florida that is truly 
safe for and open to all, and where freedom 
is a reality, not a hollow campaign slogan.” 
DeSantis, who has made the extremist poli-
cies the centerpiece of his presidential cam-

paign strategy, has weaponized state agen-
cies to silence critics and impose sanctions on 
large and small  companies that dissent with 
his culture war agenda or disagree with his 
attacks on diversity, equity, and inclusion. 
Already, the adopted and proposed policies 
detailed in the travel advisory have led Flori-
da parents to consider relocating, prospec-
tive students to cross Florida colleges and 
universities off their lists, events and confer-
ences to cancel future gatherings, and the 
United States military to offer redeployment 
for service members whose families are now 
unsafe in the state. Businesses have spoken 
out against the governor’s abuse of state 
power to punish dissent, with Disney CEO 
Bob Iger calling DeSantis “anti-business and 
anti-Florida.” The worsening attacks, espe-
cially those targeting transgender youth, 
have also led to the proposal of policies 
around the country to provide refuge for 
those fleeing states like Florida.  
The Florida Immigrant Coalition, a statewide 
immigrant rights coalition of 65 member or-
ganizations and over 100 allies, also issued a 
travel advisory today, urging reconsideration 
of travel to Florida and providing critical in-
formation about where immigrant travelers 
can learn more about their constitutional 
rights. And just weeks ago, Florida chapters 
of the NAACP voted unanimously to request 
similar warnings to the Black community 
about the risk of traveling or relocating to the 
state. 
Members of the NAACP Florida Chapter gath-
ered in Orlando in March for a conference 
voted to ask the group’s national board to 
issue the travel advisory, according to the 
Tampa Bay Times. Such advisories have been 
issued in the past for states with policies the 
NAACP deemed discriminatory. 
“We’re just not going to take it anymore, 
we’ve been taking it long enough,” Isaiah 
Rumlin, president of the NAACP’s branch in 
Jacksonville told the paper, which is sup-
porting the push for a travel advisory. 
DeSantis responded to the Florida NAACP 
dismissively: 
“What a joke,” the governor said. “What a 
joke. Yeah, we’ll see how we’ll see how effec-
tive that is.” 
“Our country, you know, it goes through all 
these – we get involved in these stupid 
fights,” DeSantis added. “This is a stunt to try 
to do that. It’s a pure stunt, and fine if you 
want to waste your time on a stunt, that’s 
fine. Look, I mean, I’m not wasting my time 
on your stunts. Okay. I’m gonna make sure 
that we’re getting good things done here. 

And we’re gonna continue to make this state 
a great state.” 

Full text of the travel warning: 

MEMORANDUM 
To: Interested Parties 
From: Equality Florida 
Subj.: TRAVEL ADVISORY: FLORIDA MAY NOT 
BE A SAFE PLACE TO MOVE OR VISIT 
Date: April 12, 2023 
Today, Equality Florida took the unprece-
dented step of issuing a travel advisory to 
individuals, families, entrepreneurs, and stu-
dents warning that Florida may not be a safe 
place to visit or take up residence. The advi-
sory comes after passage of laws that are 
hostile to the LGBTQ+ community, restrict 
access to reproductive health care, repeal 
gun safety laws and allow untrained, unper-
mitted carry, and foment racial prejudice. 
The Governor has also weaponized state 
agencies to impose sanctions against busi-
nesses large and small that disagree with his 
attacks on diversity, equity, and inclusion.  
Florida has recently adopted a slate of hate-
ful laws, and is fast-tracking additional 
measures that directly target the rights of 
LGBTQ+ individuals and basic freedoms 
broadly. Already, those policies have led Flor-
ida parents to consider relocating, prospec-
tive students to cross Florida colleges and 
universities off their lists, events and confer-
ences to cancel future gatherings, and the 
United States military to offer redeployment 
for service members whose families are now 
unsafe in the state. These laws and policies 
are detailed below. 

Assaults on Medical Freedom 
• Florida’s Boards of Medicine and Osteopa-

thy have adopted policies banning access 
to lifesaving medical care for transgender 
youth and the Agency For Health Care 
Administration has eliminated Medicaid 
coverage for transgender adults accessing 
that care 

• Florida is poised to pass laws creating 
criminal penalties for medical providers 
who provide medically necessary care for 
transgender youth, weaponizing the 
courts to shred existing child custody 
agreements and reassign transgender 
youth to an unsupportive parent, and 
severely restricting access to prescribed 
medical care for transgender adults 

• Florida has passed or is poised to pass 
bills that restrict access to reproductive 
health care, including a near-total abor-
tion ban,                                  >>>>>>>>>> 

https://www.losangelesblade.com/author/brody-levesque/
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=OPNz1tlJdno2iXfX-2BhAUI40T7JtKRFrJCn7UgyOo5XOima6huN2p4uMvqpHUgSXTil4Y-2BiUW4xeUHarDvtCgC2gK2gqBltRtnszJ2zCWc2R0b1IIsEPm57rWVDQwRG9L2Gyi_6YluREDVzIJajXSsxkpzj2b4CMVzAi1ya20DI85tFDU-2FtwQP8Q7A3BPZ-2F2KHxViY
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=OPNz1tlJdno2iXfX-2BhAUIzesVHZZvGbeczQB0lglfTbnEvOguSSLVRQSvYoVcKxYX8G04aMMlwOMg4QWeMR30sQriZHsEWVxhAt32ccsjGGA92OKySPbjHSUNCvzguuWj7ZHa-2BXIesxJf1T-2Bq5J-2BBx5Bxz0kGfHIoJ-2FFKGLB6HTg89m1l39EKKk1PUtq-2Fy79D
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=OPNz1tlJdno2iXfX-2BhAUIzesVHZZvGbeczQB0lglfTbnEvOguSSLVRQSvYoVcKxYX8G04aMMlwOMg4QWeMR30sQriZHsEWVxhAt32ccsjGGA92OKySPbjHSUNCvzguuWj7ZHa-2BXIesxJf1T-2Bq5J-2BBx5Bxz0kGfHIoJ-2FFKGLB6HTg89m1l39EKKk1PUtq-2Fy79D
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=OPNz1tlJdno2iXfX-2BhAUI2UeeKndQuEKVhgwFF0v-2FuI2xI9xkoaiI5BgYjKPxg3Tuv5EN0n76SXsDFGJlYYrUGchSf8U3icX-2Fttm6U5gkTpo-2F8Uit-2FZFrEYkzSICvNZL-2FHP9bahoosoG4ZP5kjz5qg-3D-3DS4Re_6YluREDVzIJajXSsxkpzj2b4CMVzAi1y
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=OPNz1tlJdno2iXfX-2BhAUI1FSQpPY0GStOhiUCrEwcHeR3tyf2Ix8Xtmptpt6UIx0KH5iqtowsaTmEUBPX3ZV4-2BOR2ert0eUnSHE2XY58feifb96rGOeu6wakxkBz8-2BfJFRgv_6YluREDVzIJajXSsxkpzj2b4CMVzAi1ya20DI85tFDU-2FtwQP8Q7A3BPZ-2F2KHxV
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=OPNz1tlJdno2iXfX-2BhAUI1FSQpPY0GStOhiUCrEwcHeR3tyf2Ix8Xtmptpt6UIx0KH5iqtowsaTmEUBPX3ZV4-2BOR2ert0eUnSHE2XY58feifb96rGOeu6wakxkBz8-2BfJFRgv_6YluREDVzIJajXSsxkpzj2b4CMVzAi1ya20DI85tFDU-2FtwQP8Q7A3BPZ-2F2KHxV
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=OPNz1tlJdno2iXfX-2BhAUI0CE-2F34vvev1U-2BdYun6yUSFKisAR7o2xSAvEoI1oiGzTSqJ6P3tuPCDKJCr1z8mnO5cbYk9erlonNOtfltEKwZweRsDNgYKvrVGLQihJnj7GGJdLgWA81GqUOgETjzJvq8ZbL7ZkcQGqTxX8Qs9MMQQUzZDNoTY102W0VrvKV41MfpMFRCi
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=OPNz1tlJdno2iXfX-2BhAUI0CE-2F34vvev1U-2BdYun6yUSFKisAR7o2xSAvEoI1oiGzTSqJ6P3tuPCDKJCr1z8mnO5cbYk9erlonNOtfltEKwZweRsDNgYKvrVGLQihJnj7GGJdLgWA81GqUOgETjzJvq8ZbL7ZkcQGqTxX8Qs9MMQQUzZDNoTY102W0VrvKV41MfpMFRCi
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=OPNz1tlJdno2iXfX-2BhAUI5q6OS6e8cDs0wmMwizhtxzgvg-2FcEaXQIPB3wS5HuIabe5Wk_6YluREDVzIJajXSsxkpzj2b4CMVzAi1ya20DI85tFDU-2FtwQP8Q7A3BPZ-2F2KHxViYJoZwSMeUmR24wFgKs-2B0nlB2HgMhdD8TbpI0XnH4Ss-2Bhs1RUtqxw-2F6OL9Nn
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=OPNz1tlJdno2iXfX-2BhAUI5q6OS6e8cDs0wmMwizhtxzgvg-2FcEaXQIPB3wS5HuIabe5Wk_6YluREDVzIJajXSsxkpzj2b4CMVzAi1ya20DI85tFDU-2FtwQP8Q7A3BPZ-2F2KHxViYJoZwSMeUmR24wFgKs-2B0nlB2HgMhdD8TbpI0XnH4Ss-2Bhs1RUtqxw-2F6OL9Nn
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=OPNz1tlJdno2iXfX-2BhAUI4UAuujQpmnYY2DVDcHy8fonqkaOoCeIhk-2BohiUwL4ITJjGif2gpGdzleR2RoIO2X1EhRNamb9DQjCHDum4gFmA1IzyQvLA1NRYJvM1z7nnu05Fqcg3VRdU49STT097RbohzCGbYBq3k9kDVmIg9LpM-3DeJ9G_6YluREDVzIJajXSsxkpzj2
https://www.tampabay.com/news/hillsborough/2023/03/22/florida-naacp-travel-advisory-tourists-diversity-bills/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/hillsborough/2023/03/22/florida-naacp-travel-advisory-tourists-diversity-bills/
https://19thnews.org/2023/02/queer-florida-parents-leaving-state-dont-say-gay/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/petergreene/2023/03/31/survey-1-in-8-florida-incoming-freshmen-plan-to-flee-desantiss-education-policies/?sh=c2cc6f42dfdahttps://www.forbes.com/sites/petergreene/2023/03/31/survey-1-in-8-florida-incoming-freshmen-plan-to-flee-desa
https://www.forbes.com/sites/petergreene/2023/03/31/survey-1-in-8-florida-incoming-freshmen-plan-to-flee-desantiss-education-policies/?sh=c2cc6f42dfdahttps://www.forbes.com/sites/petergreene/2023/03/31/survey-1-in-8-florida-incoming-freshmen-plan-to-flee-desa
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2022/09/large-gaming-event-set-florida-canceled-dont-say-gay-law/
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Equality Florida... continued 
      which threatens to force people to travel 

out of state or seek unsafe, illegal abor-
tions. 

These policies disproportionately harm mar-
ginalized communities, including the direct 
impacts on the transgender community and 
communities of color, and could lead to seri-
ous health consequences. Transgender peo-
ple in Florida are facing the immediate threat 
of loss of lifesaving, medically necessary care 
and families risk interference in child custody 
arrangements at the hands of an unsup-
portive parent and a weaponized state court 
system. These attacks pose an imminent 
threat to the health and safety of all in Flori-
da and potential travelers should be aware of 
the risks. 

Assaults on Academic Freedom 
• The Florida legislature has sought to strip 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) pro-
grams from colleges and universities, that 
help LGBTQ and minority students thriv-
eThe Governor has initiated a hostile, 
right-wing takeover of higher education, 
and installed partisan allies to implement 
a conservative overhaul of public universi-
ties 

• His administration has taken aim at AP 
African American studies, threatening to 
sever ties with the College Board over the 
inclusion of queer history and intersec-
tionality in the course, and college majors, 
including gender studies 

These actions by the Governor pose a serious 
threat to academic freedom, free speech, 
and the pursuit of knowledge. DEI depart-
ments play a crucial role in promoting diver-
sity and inclusion on campus, and their re-
moval undermines the ability of students and 
faculty to engage in critical discussions about 
issues of race, gender, and identity. 
Furthermore, the replacement of university 
presidents with political appointees threat-
ens the independence of higher education 
institutions, and undermines the ability of 
these institutions to make decisions that are 
in the best interest of their students, faculty, 
and staff. These attacks on public education 
are deeply concerning, and further reinforce 
the message that Florida is not a welcoming 
state for people from all backgrounds. We 
urge individuals, families, entrepreneurs, and 
students to consider the implications of trav-
eling to or residing in Florida, and to support 
efforts to defend public education and aca-
demic freedom in the state. 
 

Censorship and Erasure of the LGBTQ+ 
Community 
• Florida has passed a prohibition on class-

room instruction on sexual orientation 
and gender identity in public schools 

• This law has already precipitated a raft of 
damaging impacts in school districts 
across the state, including 

• Hundreds of book challenges and bans 
targeting titles written by LGBTQ au-
thors and/or including LGBTQ charac-
ters 

• The refusal of districts like Miami-
Dade to recognize LGBTQ History 
Month 

• The removal of rainbow Safe Space 
stickers 

• The censorship of graduation speech 
content to remove references to 
LGBTQ identities 

• Warnings to educators and adminis-
trators to hide family photos 

• Lawmakers are currently considering a bill 
to extend that prohibition through 8th 
grade, while the Department of Education 
is set to decide on a policy proposal that 
would expand it to all grades and revoke 
teacher licenses over violations  

• Florida is poised to pass a bill that would 
ban transgender people from updating 
their birth certificates to reflect their gen-
der identity  

The infamous Don’t Say LGBTQ law has made 
Florida synonymous with the anti-LGBTQ 
movement to empower government censor-
ship and book banning across the nation. 
That law, along with additional proposals 
being considered, has turned the state’s 
classrooms into political battlefields and is 
telegraphing to LGBTQ families and students 
that they are not welcome in Florida. 

Assaults on Arts, Entertainment, and 
Sports Participation 
• Florida has passed a ban on transgender 

women and girls from participating in 
school sports consistent with their gender 
identity 

• Lawmakers are poised to pass restrictions 
on certain live drag performances, stage 
shows, and local pride celebrations, lim-
iting parents’ ability to determine what 
content may be suitable for their families 

The far-right’s obsession with drag queens 
has put LGBTQ people in physical danger 
across the country, but especially in Florida. 
In 2022 alone, the LGBTQ media organization 
GLAAD found 141 incidents of anti-LGBTQ 
protests and threats targeting drag events. 

Right-wing media like Fox News and Libs Of 
TikTok have misrepresented what occurs at 
drag events and taken examples out of con-
text to create fear and misunderstanding. 
This has had real world consequences, with 
protests and threats of violence against ven-
ues hosting drag shows.  
In Florida, Orlando organizers were forced to 
cancel Drag Queen story hour due to threats 
from Neo-Nazis. This last December 
in Lakeland, masked individuals in Nazi gear, 
waving Nazi flags ambushed a charity event 
hosted by drag queens while projecting hate-
ful messages onto local buildings. 

Assaults on Business 
• DeSantis has recently signed a bill that 

restricts businesses from providing diver-
sity and inclusion training to their employ-
ees, a blatant attempt to dictate to busi-
nesses what they can and cannot do, and 
to prevent them from training their em-
ployees to be better prepared for a di-
verse workforce and customer base 

• The Florida legislature is expected to pass 
SB 1438, which weaponizes state agencies 
with more power to politically target 
LGBTQ-friendly businesses who open 
their doors to live drag performances, 
with threats of fines, license revocation, 
and jail time. Individuals that admit mi-
nors with an accompanying parent would 
be charged with first degree misdemean-
or crimes. 

• The governor has weaponized the state 
legislature against businesses that stand 
with their LGBTQ employees and clients 
and against his agenda, most notably 
wielding two special sessions of the legis-
lature to punish Disney, the state’s largest 
single-site employer 

The Miami Herald recently reported that De-
Santis-controlled agencies sought to punish 
and revoke the liquor license of an Orlando 
establishment that hosted a live drag perfor-
mance even after the state’s own investiga-
tors reported that they saw nothing “lewd”. 
The discriminatory targeting of LGBTQ-
friendly businesses by the state will have a 
broader chilling effect over drag performanc-
es, an intended consequence of this type of 
censorship. 
Disney has also recently denounced the gov-
ernor’s actions against them, with CEO Bob 
Iger calling the state’s policies “anti-business 
and anti-Florida.” 
These laws and actions are harmful to busi-
nesses and their employees,  

>>>>>>>>>>  

https://www.orlandoweekly.com/news/orlando-area-drag-queen-story-hour-canceled-due-to-neo-nazi-threats-32762594
https://www.fox13news.com/news/demonstrators-wearing-nazi-gear-show-up-outside-lakeland-charity-event-that-included-drag-performers
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article273247175.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/apr/04/disney-bob-iger-ron-desantis-florida
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/apr/04/disney-bob-iger-ron-desantis-florida
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Equality Florida... continued 
as they undermine efforts to create inclusive 
workplaces and hinder the ability to effec-
tively engage with diverse customers and 
clients. It also sends a message that Florida is 
not a welcoming state for people from all 
backgrounds and that discrimination is ac-
ceptable. 

Efforts to Foment Racial Prejudice 
• Florida has passed a bill that would limit 

the honest teaching of history and sys-
temic racism in schools 

• The state passed another that restricts 
voting access for people of color and is 
currently considering additional voting 
restrictions 

• DeSantis’ new elections police have 
abused their power to aggressively target 
and prosecute returning citizens, mostly 
Black Floridians, for voting after official 
government entities told them they were 
eligible to vote    

These laws create an unsafe and unwelcom-
ing environment for LGBTQ+ individuals, 
women, people of color, and other marginal-
ized communities. They send a message that 
discrimination and prejudice are acceptable 
in Florida, and we cannot in good conscience 
encourage people to visit or move to a state 
that is openly hostile to their basic human 
rights. 
As a result of these dangerous and discrimi-
natory laws, we urge individuals, families, 
entrepreneurs, and students to reconsider 
travel plans to Florida and to consider the 
impact that their travel and economic choic-
es can have on promoting equality and jus-
tice for all. 

Repealing of Gun Safety Laws 
The passage of deadly permitless carry 
makes Floridians less safe and signals the 
reversal of the progress made after Pulse and 
Parkland. Coupled with the state’s infamous 
Stand Your Ground law, Permitless Carry 
threatens to exacerbate Florida’s violent 
crime rate at a time when the state’s homi-
cide rate ranks 20th in the nation, exceeding 
both California and New York.  
LGBTQ Floridians know all too well that the 
gun lobby’s obsession with easy access to 
deadly weapons can make hatred and bigotry 
lethal. Gun violence is not abstract or hypo-
thetical — it is stealing our loved ones. Those 
considering travel to Florida should weigh 
the potentially deadly consequences of the 
DeSantis Administration’s decision to elimi-
nate basic training and permitting require-
ments in order to concealed carry a firearm. 
 

Attacks on Immigrant Communities 
Florida has passed and is poised to pass legis-
lation targeting immigrant communities, with 
consequences that could include arrest for 
operating a vehicle, no matter the state you 
are from, reduced access to health care ser-
vices, and compromised safety. A bill current-
ly being considered by the Florida legislature 
could impose criminal penalties on any who 
shelter, support, or provide transportation to 
undocumented immigrants. And these moves 
come just months after Governor DeSantis 
trafficked migrants from Texas to Massachu-
setts in a cruel scheme to use their suffering 
as campaign marketing material. 
The threats posed to immigrants in Florida 
led the Florida Immigrant Coalition to issue 
its own advisory urging reconsideration of 
any travel to the state. That advisory can be 
found here. 

Conclusion 
Taken in their totality, Florida’s slate of laws 
and policies targeting basic freedoms and 
rights pose a serious risk to the health and 
safety of those traveling to the state. We 
regret that these attacks have already led 
many to flee the state and are driving others 
to consider relocation. And, in a state whose 
economy is fueled by visitors from around 
the world, it is with great sadness that Equal-
ity Florida has had to take the extraordinary 
step of responding to inquiries by issuing an 
official advisory warning about the risks of 
travel to the state. 
Equality Florida will continue providing infor-
mation and resources to those impacted by 
these laws and policies. Visit our Open Doors 
Florida directory to find businesses with non-
discrimination policies and procedures. And if 
you experience discrimination, report it to 
our team here or call our Main Office at 813-
870-3735. 
It is our hope that those Floridians who can, 
will stay and engage more deeply in the fight 
against the state’s all-out assaults on democ-
racy and freedom. This moment calls for a 
grassroots movement in defense of justice 
and equality for all — so that we can turn 
back the tide of right wing authoritarianism, 
recommit to building a state that is safe and 
open to all, and once again celebrate Florida 
as a free state. 
Copied from 
Equality Florida & Florida Immigrant Coalition 
issue travel warning (losangelesblade.com) 
 
 
 
 

Why is British Columbia 
gatekeeping injectable 
HIV medication? 
British Columbia—Canada’s epicentre for HIV 
research and treatment—falls behind other 
provinces when it comes to injectables, say 
advocates 
By Kevin Hurren • April 3, 2023 1:36 pm EDT 
In the mid-’90s, one person in British Colum-
bia died of AIDS every day. Two more were 
diagnosed with HIV daily. The epidemic was 
more severe in B.C. than anywhere else in 
Canada.  
That history is why, in the 30 years since, the 
province has revolutionized care—opening 
the nation’s largest largest HIV/AIDS research 
and treatment centre, pioneering the treat-
ment as prevention strategy and becoming 
the first province to completely cover the 
costs of treatments and the highly effective 
HIV prevention medication PrEP for those at 
risk of contracting the virus. 
Yet this robust infrastructure is now pre-
venting people with HIV in the province—
many of them LGBTQ2S+—from receiving the 
care they want.  
A new advocacy campaign by AIDS Van-
couer is pointing out that this is the case with 
the long-acting, injectable HIV medication 
Cabenuva. Cabenuva is a combination of two 
HIV medications, typically taken orally, that 
help keep the amount of HIV in someone’s 
body low—preventing that person from de-
veloping AIDS or transmitting the virus to 
another person. Approved for use in Canada 
three years ago, B.C. remains the only prov-
ince that has not made Cabenuva widely ac-
cessible to its residents.  
“I’ve worked with people who have been 
looking forward to injectables being a possi-
bility for many, many years,” says Sarah 
Chown, executive director for AIDS Vancou-
ver. “We really want to make sure this option 
is available for people to choose.” 

What is injectable HIV treatment? 
Treatment for HIV involves taking a combina-
tion of medicines, most of which aim to slow 
the rate at which HIV makes copies of itself in 
the body. While there’s no cure, a lower viral 
load allows a person’s immune system to 
remain strong (preventing them from devel-
oping AIDS), and limits the virus’s ability to 
move from one person to another during sex. 
Sex is still the most common form of trans-
mission, which contributes to the fact that 
half of all HIV cases in Canada are among gay, 
bisexual and other men who have sex with 
men.                                          >>>>>>>>>> 

https://www.politico.com/news/2022/08/26/desantis-voter-fraud-defendants-florida-00053788
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/08/26/desantis-voter-fraud-defendants-florida-00053788
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/08/26/desantis-voter-fraud-defendants-florida-00053788
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/hsph-in-the-news/do-guns-make-us-safer-science-suggests-no/
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/hsph-in-the-news/do-guns-make-us-safer-science-suggests-no/
https://opendoorsflorida.com/
https://eqfl.org/lgbtq-protections
https://www.losangelesblade.com/2023/04/12/equality-florida-florida-immigrant-coalition-issue-travel-warning/
https://www.losangelesblade.com/2023/04/12/equality-florida-florida-immigrant-coalition-issue-travel-warning/
https://xtramagazine.com/contributor/kevin-hurren
https://www.aidsvancouver.org/treatment_now
https://www.aidsvancouver.org/treatment_now
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Why is British Columbia… 

In the earliest years of treatment, people 
with HIV had to take multiple (and costly) 
pills a day, many of which caused intense 
side effects like liver problems and low blood
-cell counts. Over decades, these treatments 
have become simpler, more effective and 
better tolerated. Today, someone living with 
HIV can get their entire regimen of medica-
tions in one daily pill. 
Then came Cabenuva. A combination of two 
HIV drugs, Cabenuva is injected once a 
month for two months, and then every two 
months following. Though not the only HIV 
treatment option that involves injectables, 
Cabenuva is currently the only available one 
that can completely replace daily pills—and 
Canada was the first to adopt the treatment 
in 2020, with the EU and U.S. following short-
ly after. 

Why do many people prefer injectable 
HIV treatments over pills? 
“Taking a daily pill is a huge burden for lots of 
different reasons,” says Chown, citing a ma-
jor demand for injectable medication among 
young people—especially those who have 
had HIV since birth. “I’m talking to teens and 
tweens who want to go on a school trip or 
sleepover and, because of HIV stigma, don’t 
want to tell their friends or be caught taking 
medication.” Another priority group for AIDS 
Vancouver and their partners is women, both 
cis and trans, who may face violence from a 
partner if their HIV pills are discovered.  
Because pills need to be taken at specific 
times of day or with food, it’s harder for peo-
ple to keep this personal medical information 
discreet, Chown explains. This is backed by a 
2021 global survey of nearly 2,400 people 
living with HIV which found that about 40 
percent are worried that their pills will ex-
pose their HIV status, and a third are stressed 
about the need to take pills every day. 
“People who work long or irregular days … 
people who can’t get home on time … people 
who experience a psychological toll or diffi-
culty based on trauma around their status. 
All of this makes it harder for thousands of 
people to take their medication every day.” 

Why is British Columbia the outlier in 
Canada when it comes to injectable HIV 
treatments? 
Since being approved by Health Canada in 
March 2020, most people can access Cabe-
nuva through their doctors—sometimes at 
no cost, depending on coverage. This in-
cludes Canada’s other most-populous prov-
inces of Ontario, Quebec and Alberta. 
People in B.C., however, need secondary ap-

proval through the B.C. Centre for Excellence 
in HIV/AIDS. Spokespeople from both the 
Centre and the province’s Ministry of Health 
tell Xtra that this means Cabenuva is, in fact, 
available in B.C., and that their oversight is 
because of the “specific clinic and implemen-
tation considerations” of the treatment, as 
well as their desire to “maximize patient and 
population health outcomes.” This secondary 
approval also applies to communities who 
would have had access through federal drug 
programs, like Indigenous people and in-
mates. 
Chown, however, is quick to point out that 
the Centre’s guidelines for approving Cabe-
nuva are incredibly limiting. “We’ve had a 
really hard time figuring out who the guide-
lines actually apply to, and we don’t know of 
anyone who has been able to successfully 
access the injectable treatment option 
through those guidelines.” 
This is largely due to seemingly conflicting 
rules, Chown says. For instance, the Centre 
says they’d approve Cabenuva for people 
who have both a low viral load (meaning 
they’ve been taking HIV medications consist-
ently) and an inability to take oral medication 
(like being diagnosed with a swallowing dis-
order).  
“You can’t really get to a controlled viral load 
without being able to swallow the daily pills, 
so it’s really hard to see how those two 
things could both happen at the same time.”  
The Centre’s spokesperson confirmed that 
people in B.C. have been successfully ap-
proved for Cabenuva, but stopped short of 
saying how many people that applies to or 
addressing Chown’s specific concerns. 

Why should British Columbia expand 
access to injectable treatments? 
At the height of the HIV epidemic, the Cen-
tre’s centralized powers were a good thing. 
People were dying, so decisions and re-
sources needed to be allocated quickly, and 
the Centre was established to step around 
broader homophobia and racism in the prov-
ince—providing care through their own chan-
nels. 
But their withholding of Cabenuva has been 
prescriptive and paternalistic, says longtime 
HIV advocate Wayne Campbell. “It’s shame-
ful, especially considering B.C. was a leader 
for so many years.” 
As for why the Centre won’t release Cabe-
nuva more widely, Campbell—who works 
with AIDS Vancouver and is part of the cam-
paign—is unsure, but suspects it may, like 
most things, have to do with control and 
money. “With the Centre’s monopoly on eve-

rything, they are watching their budget num-
bers. That’s been one of their longest-
standing arguments, that their budget is 
stretched thin as it is.”  
The Centre’s spokesperson, however, em-
phasized that their control over access is to 
manage the “safety and efficacy profile of the 
drug.” But Campbell also highlights how in-
jectable treatments would save costs else-
where in the healthcare system, specifically 
when it comes to clearing up capacity. 
“You’d go into a doctor’s office for 15 
minutes, get a shot and you’re done for a 
month or two. We won’t need to sit in phar-
macy offices for so long getting pill refills.” 

What happens now? 
The Centre’s spokesperson tells Xtra that as 
evidence and experience around Cabenuva 
accumulates, they’ll adjust the approval crite-
ria as necessary. 
Chown is hoping to speed up that process, 
launching a letter-writing campaign directed 
to B.C.’s minister of Health, Adrian Dix, and 
other members of his government. Her hope 
is that the government can put some pres-
sure on the Centre to, if not change the ap-
proval process, then to communicate more 
openly with representatives of people living 
with HIV. 
“We’ve asked repeatedly for the decision-
makers to tell us why they’re saying no,” she 
says. “We’re not asking for everyone taking 
pills to be given injectables. We’re asking for 
people who want injectable medications to 
have that option in the way they do in most 
of the rest of the country.” 
Copied from 
Why is British Columbia gatekeeping injecta-
ble HIV medication? | Xtra Magazine 
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